What should be recited in Salat al-Witr? 

Shaykh Sulayman ibn Nasir al-'Alwan(*>>' said: 

The Sunnah for whoever prays 3 Rak’ah of Witr is to read after the Fatihah, "Surat al-A'lah" 
& in the second [rak’ah] "Surat al-Kafirun" and in the third [rak’ah] "Surat al-Ikhlas" because 
of the Hadlth of Sa’Td ibn ’Abdul al -Rahman ibn Abza from his father from Ubayy ibn 
Ka'b(<j^ 4il j) that he said: "The Prophetic j ill used to make Witr by reciting 

’Sabih isma Rabika al-a’lah’ and ’Qul ya ayuha al-kalirun’ and ’Qul huwa Allahu Ahad’.." This 
is reported by Imam Ahmad [1], Abu Dawud [2] and al-Nasat [3]. 

And the two Imams, al-Shafil & Malik may Allah(^t j have mercy upon them, 
recommended reciting the Mu’awithatayn(Surat al-Nas & Surat al-Falaq) after Surat al- 
Ikhlas, because of what Abu Dawud [4], al-Tirmidhl [5] and ibn Majah [6] have narrated 
from the chain of Khaslf from ’Abdul ’Aziz ibn Jurayj from ’A’isha(4-^ 4il j) that the 

Prophetic j yA- 4il used to recite in the first Rak’ah ’Sabih isma rabika al-a’lah’ and in 

the second rak’ah ’Qul ya Ayuha al-kalirun’ and in the third Rak’ah ’Qul huwa Allahu Ahad & 
the Mu’awithatayn(Surat al-Nas & al-Falaq)’. 

And it was narrated by ibn Hibban(4il ca j) in his SahTh and al-Tahawi(4)' j) and al- 
Hakim(4il j) and others from the chain of Yahya ibn Ayub from Yahya ibn Sa’eed from 
’Umrah from A’ishaC^- 4il j) from him[the prophet (A— j 4 j1c. 4il ^^L-a)]. And it was 
authenticated by al-Hakim(4il j), and Al-Dhahabl(4il j) did not comment upon his 
Grading, and it was graded Hassan by ibn Hajr(4il J) in Nata’ij al-Afkar [7]. And there is 
dispute in this, because the addition of "al-Mu’awithatayn" in the hadlth isn’t authentic and 
it’s not prescribed to be recited after Surat al-Ikhlas, and Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal(4il j) 
and Yahya ibn Ma’een(4il ca, j) have rejected the addition of "Al-Mu’awithatayn" and the 
statements are mentioned below: 

- The first report of A’isha(k§-^ 4il j) has a disconnection^!-^!) in the chain, and that is 
because ibn Jurayj didn't meet/hear from A'isha, this was said by Imam Ahmad(4il j), ibn 
Hiban(4il j) & a group of scholars [8], and al-BukharI(4il J) said in al-Tarikh al- 
KabIr(6/23) ’Abdul 'Aziz ibn Jurayj from A'isha(4-^ 4il j) doesn't follow up in the hadlth 
[meaning it's Munkar, Rejected]. And the person it’s narrated from Khaslf ibn 'Abdul 
Rahman has a weak memory. He was weakened by Imam Ahmad(4i! j) and ibn 
Khuzaymah(4il j) and Yahyah ibn Sa'eed al-Qattan(4i! j) said "It was on that day we 
stayed away from Khaslf s hadlth" [9]. 

- As for the second hadlth, it's not authentic. And the Tafarrud [singular narration] of Yahya 
ibn Ayub cannot be relied upon. Al-Athram(4il j) said: "I heard Abu 'Abdillah ask about 
Yahyah ibn Ayub al-Masrl, so he said "He used to narrate from his memory, and there was 
nothing wrong with him, and he used to make alot of faults from his memory, so I mentioned 
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to him one of his hadlth on the authority of Yahyah from ’Umrah from A’isha "That the 
messenger used to recite in al-Witr...[the hadlth which mentions the addition after Al-Ikhlas]. 
So he said "Ahh, who narrated this” and he said one time: “How many people have narrated 
this from A’isha and it doesn’t have this[addition], so he rejected the hadlth of Yahya in 
specific” [10]. 

And al-’UqaylI(4il j) said "As for the mu’awithatayn, it’s not authentic" and therefore, it’s 
not prescribed to recite them after Surat al-Ikhlas because of the weakness of the reports 
regarding it, so the MusallT [the person praying] should recite from the authentically narrated 
reports, "Surat al-A’lah" in the first Rak’ah, "Surat al-Kafirun" in the second Rak’ah and in the 
third Rak’ah "Surat al-Ikhlas" and shouldn’t add onto this. And some of the scholars don’t 
view it recommended to intentionally recite these 3 Surah's [11], and this is disputable, and 
the hadlth of Ubayy ibn Ka’b(^ 4i! j) refutes this(since the hadlth proves that it’s 
Mustahhab). And some scholars said that you shouldn't continuously persist in reciting these 
Surah's in al-Witr because he will go towards the understanding that it's compulsory to do so 

[12]. And there is strength in this saying, because the constant [recitation of these Suwar] 
hasn’t been proven, but as for the reasoning [they gave], then it’s disputable because it would 
be applied upon all of the Sunan, and this isn't correct. 

And know that it's recommended once you finish from the Witr to say "Subhan al-Malik al- 
Qudus" three times because of the hadlth of Ubayy ibn Ka'bl^- 4il j) where he said "The 
Prophet (A- j aU 4il used to recite in the Witr ....[The hadlth where it mentions the 

Surah’s]" and in the (same hadlth, it mentions) "if he gave Tasllm, he would say: Subhan al- 
Malik al-Qudus three times" Narrated by al-Nasal [13]. And in the hadlth of 'Abdul Rahman 
ibn AbzaUjc- 4il j) who is a small companion "And he(the prophet) would raise his voice 
on the third time(of saying Subhan al-Malik al-Qudus)". Narrated by Ahmad(4i' j) and al- 
Nasa1(4il j), and al-Daraqutnl [14] added onto the hadlth of Ubayy ibn Ka’b)^ 4il j) 
"Rabb al-Mala’ikah wa’l Ruh" and this addition isn’t authentic and what’s memorised is the 
previously mentioned hadlth A - ' 


[1] Musnad al-Imam Ahmad (5/123) 

[2] Sunan Abu Dawud hadlth #1423 

[3] Sunan Al-Nasa’T (3/244) 

[4] Sunan Abu Dawud hadlth #1424 

[5] Jami’ al-Tirmidhl hadlth #463 

[6] Sunan ibn Majah hadlth #1173 

[7] And refer to al-Talkhls (2/18-19) 

[8] Kitab al-MarasTl(l 12) by ibn Abl Hatim & MashahTr ‘ulema’ al-Amsar(145) by ibn Hiban. 

[9] Refer to al-Majruhln by ibn Hiban(l/283) 

[10] Al-Du’afa’ by al-‘UqaylT(4/391) & Tanqlh al-Tahq!q(2/1061) 

[11] Refer to Mukhtasir Qiyam al-Layl page (303) & al-Binayah(2/585-586) 

[12] Refer to Hashiyat al-Rawdh al-Murbi’(2/188) 

[13] Sunan al-Nasa’T(2/244) & refer to Musnad al-Imam Ahmad(3/406) 

[14] Sunan al-Daraqutni(2/31) 
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